AMERSHAM GARDENING ASSOCIATION
NOVEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER

FROM THE SECRETARY
I am writing this following another successful, both socially and financially, annual Quiz.
Thanks go to Carol and Gordon Barratt for the organisation and the caterer for the very good
food. Our thanks also go to our Quiz master Tim Hillier who did an excellent job supplying us
with some tantalizing questions. The next social event is the Christmas Social on 15th
December. This is a free cheese and wine event which was enjoyed by those who attended
last year. There is no need for you to bring anything, just turn up.
Details of next year’s 4 day trip to Lincolnshire and Yorkshire are given at the back of this
Newsletter, and we hope there will be the usual good response. Please confirm your interest
to Joan Clark by 6th January. The next Newsletter will be in January/February next year,
meanwhile your committee wish you a happy and healthy Christmas and New Year and a
good gardening year in 2017.
Jean Bowling

ASTON POTTERY GARDENS & RADCOTT HOUSE VISIT 13 SEPTEMBER

ANNUAL BORDER

Aston Pottery Garden is certainly flamboyant. The 2 long dahlia beds have over 500 plants in
128 varieties. Each bed has agapanthus and asters in the front and a central row of grasses
to provide a backdrop. Other beds surround the pottery, café and gift shop and most of these
were also at their best when we were visiting, a long bed of annuals, a hot bank and a perennial
walk with a summerhouse at the end.
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DAHLIAS

STEPHEN BAUGHN

The owner Stephen Baughn, a man of boundless energy and enthusiasm gave us a tour and
explained how they achieved such flower power. We all know the importance of eliminating
perennial weeds and improving the soil but do we do it rigorously – here it takes them 2 years
to clear the land and add truckloads of mushroom compost and grit. With the river close by
they can achieve moist well drained soil.

HOT BANK

Most of the dahlias are raised from cuttings from last year’s best tubers and, as I recall Stephen
and his assistant Carolyn sow all the annual seeds in early April when strong light levels lead
to stocky plants. The annuals and dahlias are not planted out until early June, when they grow
quickly and smother annual weeds. The annuals are chosen for their ability to flower for a
long season without the need for staking.
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RADCOTT HOUSE
ANCIENT MEDLAR

In the afternoon we travelled a few miles to Radcot House where the mood was entirely
different. A tree lined drive led to wide lawns surrounding the ancient stone house with a
peaceful atmosphere. However as we explored further afield we found surprise sculptures
and good and rare plants in interesting combinations.
HARDY BEGONIAS

GIANT BOOTS

There were damp areas by the brook with tree ferns and not far away a palm and bananas.
Beyond a woodland garden we found wide sunny borders around a pavilion. The reading
garden had matching borders on either side of a narrow lawn with a bench at the end, one of
the many places to stop and look before a view tempted us further. Once again we weregiven
a warm welcome by the garden owners.

http://www.amersham-gardening.org.uk

3

AMERSHAM GARDENING ASSOCIATION
NOVEMBER 2016 NEWSLETTER
AUTUMN CROCUS

Both gardens and the pottery are worth another visit. Aston Pottery is at its best in the autumn
but Radcot House would be good in most seasons.
Francis Billington
VISIT TO BEALE ARBORETUM 20 OCTOBER
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On Thursday 20th October 40 of us enjoyed our visit to Beale Arboretum which is in the
grounds around West Lodge Park Hotel, Hadley Wood. Our guide for our 1 1/2 hour tour was
the owner Andrew Beale. The Arboretum was founded by his grandfather in 1963 and Andrew
is the third generation to run this estate with over 800 specimen trees, including several
national collections.

Apart from one short shower the weather was kind to us as Andrew first of all gave us the
history of the area and the estate and then led us round the paths pointing out so many
interesting and unusual trees from all over the world. He recommended several trees for small
gardens and described their interests at different times of the year. Size, flowers, leaf colour,
fruits, seed heads, bark, so many things to take into account when purchasing a tree for your
garden.
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After this excellent tour we enjoyed a really delicious full afternoon tea in the Lancaster Suite.
No need for supper that evening!

As we departed I was delighted to hear how much everyone had enjoyed their visit.
Irene Glyn-Jones
REFRESHMENTS AT MONTHLY MEETINGS
We do need more volunteers to help serve teas & coffees at our meetings. There is a rota so
you are not expected to help at every meeting. If you are willing to volunteer please contact
Liz Moulton on 01494 784913.

MONTHLY TALKS
On 24 November Dr Gillian Regan's subject is 'Self Seeders - Love them or Hate Them’. Gill
is a member of Kent HPS and travels the world with her husband Peter to study plants growing
in the wild. Over 30 years she has developed a true plantswoman's garden near Faversham
in Kent which she opens through the NGS.
Mark Lane, our speaker on 26 January 2017 has been managing the gardens of the Royal
Estate in London since 1992. His remit is to conserve and maintain the garden for the future,
in a condition that can be enjoyed by members of the Royal Family, Garden Party guests and
those visitors who come to the Palace in the summer.
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On 23 February our speaker is Chris Day from Buckingham Nurseries. He says prevention
is often better than cure when it comes to pest and disease control and never has it been more
vital now insecticidal and fungal chemicals are less evident on garden centre shelves. He will
look at the state of play of chemical and non-chemical organic alternatives as well as tell-tale
symptoms of popular (and annoying) garden pests and diseases.
FORTHCOMING EVENTS
2016
Nov 11-13
RHS London Urban Garden Show
Nov 24
Self Seeders – Love them or Hate them – Gill Regan talk
Dec 15
AGA Christmas Social – note the date is not as shown in your
pink calendar card
2017
Jan
26
Feb
23
Mar 5
Mar
23
April 27
May early
May 25
May late
June 14
June 22
June 28-1 July
July 13
July 27
Aug
Sep 28
Nov 23

Buckingham Palace Gardens – Mark Lane talk
The Good, the Bad and the Bugly – Chris Day talk
Long Marston Spring Garden Trip
AGM 19.45hrs
Snowdrops – Joe Sharman talk
Trees for Every Space & Season – Nick Dunn talk
Trip TBA
Clematis through the Seasons – Everett Leeds talk
Denham
Afternoon Trip
Rockcliffe & Hidcote Trip
50 Greys of Shade – Colin Moat talk
AGA Holiday Lincolnshire & Yorkshire
Tom & Kate Stuart-Smith Garden Outing
Plain Jane or Supermodel – Bob Brown talk
Peterley Evening Visit
Good Companions – Glenis Dyer talk
Dan Riddlestone talk TBC

COMMITTEE & CONTACT DETAILS
President
Chairman
Secretary
Treasurer
Visits Secretary
Show Secretary
Membership Sec
Talks Secretary
Archivist
Web Coordinator
Committee Members

Newsletter Editor

Tim Hillier
Colin Ross
Jean Bowling
David Bender
Joan Clark
vacant
Clive Symes
Anne Webb
Carol Barratt
David Bender
Frances Billington
Carol Daw
Irene Glyn-Jones
Liz Moulton
Neil Watson
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JUNE 28 – 1 JULY (4 DAYS) AGA HOLIDAY TO LINCOLNSHIRE & YORKSHIRE
Our trip for 2017 is based in Doncaster at the Holiday Inn Hotel. The cost will be £ 285 per
person in a double or twin room and £330 in a single room. This includes coach fares,
three night’s dinner, bed and breakfast and garden entrance fees, except National Trust
properties. Additional costs are lunches and refreshments.
WEDNESDAY JUNE 28th
Our first visit will be to Easton Walled Garden which has been restored since 2001. A turf
maze, yew tunnel and spring and summer meadows have been created. This garden is
famous for its 100 varieties of sweet peas.
The gardens at Doddington Hall remain faithful to the original Elizabethan layout. The East
front includes four topiary unicorns representing the owners’ crest. The West Garden is a riot
of colour from April through to September. The Kitchen Garden provides an abundance of
produce for the Café and Restaurant menus.
THURSDAY JUNE 29th
Burton Agnes Garden includes a walled garden created in 1990 on the site of the original
garden built 400 years ago. The new design combines the two Elizabethan ages, using the
ideas of the first Elizabethans and incorporating them with new ones. The walled garden
contains over 3000 different plants including rose beds, vegetable gardens, herbaceous
borders, fruit beds, a jungle garden and a magnificent collection of campanulas.
Scampston Hall and Garden includes an award winning Walled Garden designed by Piet
Oudolf. It is divided into 9 separate areas, including a perennial meadow, contemporary
waves of grass, and an entirely green ‘silent garden’. In addition the recently restored
Victorian Conservatory offers a perfect resting place to enjoy the light and colours of the
surrounding walled garden.
FRIDAY JUNE 30th
Walkers Nurseries was opened 60 years ago on land which had once been a quarry. In 2008
the Show gardens were opened. Graham Walker, the grandson of the original owner, has
exhibited at RHS Tatton Park and Chelsea Flower Shows winning a gold medal at Tatton Park
in 2008 for his creation of the Sculptor’s Garden.
Clumber Park, a National Trust Property, has 120 different types of tree in the 3,800 acres of
parkland, a 3 mile long avenue of limes, some fabulous herbaceous borders in the Kitchen
Garden and, at 450 ft, the longest glasshouse amongst the National Trust properties.
SATURDAY JULY 1st
Brightwater Gardens is an RHS partner garden. Constructed in the 21st century with interest
for everyone, comprising an 8 acre garden, a small lake, an arboretum with rarer trees,
wildflower meadows and a winter garden. Roses bloom throughout the garden and the prairie
borders are vibrant with contrasting foliage and bold drifts of tempting plants.
Belton House a National Trust property with a 17th century Carolean mansion is surrounded
by formal gardens with seasonal colour throughout the year, and an ancient deer park.
Please confirm your interest to Joan Clark at joan-clark@hotmail.co.uk. (or 01494 783035)
by Friday 6th January 2017.
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